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PARIS.— THE INTERNATLONAL PARLIAMEN- 
TARY PEACE CONGRESS. 

The labors of the recent Peace Congress were appro- 
priately followed by those of the Parliamentary Confer- 
ence. The latter was a new feature in the Peace move- 
ment, and was rightly considered an augury of happy 
significance and import. When the Legislatures of the 
world take up the discussion of pacific measures, and 
attach to them the same importance that is now given to 
their opposite, the better era of international intercourse 
and relationship will be within measurable distance. The 
Parliamentary Conference was a beginning. That nearly 
one hundred Members of various Parliaments should 
meet together in Coafereuce, was an event of the highest 
significance, and mis^ht reasonably be deemed prophetic. 
It had been anxiously anticipated, and its successful con- 
duct and practical issues could not be other than satisfac- 
tory to our fellow-laborers, M. Frederic Passy, Mr. W. 
R. Cremer, M. P., and those who co-operated with them 
for its promotion. 

The Conference was opened in the " Salle des Fetes" 
of the Hotel Continental, on the morning of Saturday, 
June 29th, at 9.30. 

France was represented by MM. Jules Simon, De Mar- 
cere, E. Bernard du Doubs, Trarieux, Couturier, de 
Laubespin, Cabanes, Jules Gruichard, Tiieophile Roussel, 
Emile Deschanel, Georges Martin, Marquis d'Havrin- 
court, Isaac (French Senators) ; and by MM. Frederic 
Passy, Jules Gaillard, Jules Siegfried, Camille Sabbatier, 
Madier de Montjau, J. Bourgeois, Du Jura, Eu*;. Farcy, 
Creuze, Germain-Casse, Lascombe, Garret, Fernard, 
Faure, Gilbert, Bizarelli, Leporche, Eug. Rigaut, Louis 
Leeointre, Martin Nadaud, A. Lalande, Montaut, Michon, 
Jean Jaures, E. Dalmas, Lefevre-Pontalis, Barodet, 
Blatin, E. Wickersheimer, Obissier, Saint - Martin, 
Georges Perin, Ch. Lefevre, Saint-Ferreol, Merillon, 
Peytral, De Lacretelle, Leon Guillot, Deluns-Montaud, 
Ch. Beauquier, Gu^'ot-Dessaigne, Pajot, E Guillemaut, 
Cousset (French Deputies). There were also present 
Auspach Puissant, Belgian Deputy and Secretary of the 
Chamber of Deputies ; Senor de Marcoartu, Senator of 
Spain ; M. Bajer, Danish Deputy ; Leopold Carrance, 
Liberian Deputy; Justin R Whiting, United States Con- 
gress ; Marquis Alfleri de Sostegno, Vice-President of the 
Italian Senate ; Marquis Benjamin Pandolfi, Italian Sen- 
ator ; Si2n>r Angelo Mazzoleni, Signor Luigi Ferrari, 
Signor Adrian© Boneschi, Italian Deputies ; Victor de 
Hagara, Hungarian Deputy ; while the British Parliament 
furnished the following contingent : — Messrs. Thomas 
Burt, W. Randal Cremer, Dr. G. B. Clark, Charles Fen- 
wick, Benjamin Pickard, Hon. Walter H. James, Sir 
Wilfrid Lawson, Alfred Illingworth, C. Scale Hayne, 
Francis A. Channing, Peter McDonald, Thomas Roe, 
Caleb Wright, Jas. Leahy, H. Fell Pease, Hon. Philip 
Stanhope, D. A. Thomas, J. Agg-Gardner, Walter S. B. 
McLaren, George Newnes, Thomas Way man, Charles 
E Schwann, Briggs Priestly, Henry J. Wilson, Joseph 
Bifi;gar, Halley Stewart, James J. 0. Kelly, and Thomas 
Shaw. 

M. Jules Simon, Senator and ex-Premier of Fiance, as 
the Senior Member of the Provisional Committee of 
Organization, acted as President pro tern. In the follow- 
ing terms he cordially welcomed the foreign Members of 
Parliament who had responded to the invitation of the 
Committee : — " I am happy to see present in this room 



authorized representatives of the friends of Peace. A 
certain number have come. I should like to see a multi- 
tude, or, better still, I should like that pur gathering were 
even less in point of numbers, so that it were an official 
diplomatic Congress instead of a voluntary Congress. 
What, however, we cannot legally do, we may never- 
theless contribute to, in an efficacious way. Representing 
various nations of the world, we can make the most ex- 
cellent use of the greatest power which exists, namely, 
that which is given us by the electors. I welcome, from 
the bottom of my heart, in the name of my colleagues 
and of all pacific Frenchmen, the representatives of all 
nations. You know, gentlemen, that the great majority 
[of our countrymen are friends of Peace. Allow me, 
therefore, to greet with warmth, in agreement with the 
French people, the representatives of countries which 
might not yet be able to send delegates to an official Con- 
gress. It is necessary, in order to give proof of the 
feelings of perfect agreement, and of cordiality be- 
tween the members of the Parliamentary Conferencf , that 
various nations should be represented on the Bureau." 

By the direeti(m of the President, the assembly then 
proceeded to the election of an etfective bureau. On the 
motion of M. Jules Siegfried, it was decided that this 
body should consist of three Presidents, three Vice-Presi- 
dents, and three Secretaries. 

The Pri^sidents chosen were M. Frederic Passy (French 
Deputy and Member of the Institute), Hon. Philip Stan- 
hope (British Parliament), and the Marquis Alfieri de 
Sostegno (Vice-President of the Italian Senate). It was 
suggested that the United States ought to be represented, 
and Mr. Justin R. Whiting (United States Congress) was 
added to the number. 

The Vice-Presidents elected were M. Bijer (Danish 
Parliament), M. de Marcoartu (Spanish Senator), and 
M. Auspach Puissant (Belgian Pirliament) ; and the 
Secretaries, MM. Jules Gaillard (French Parliament), 
Angelo-M.azzoleni (Italian Parliament), and T. Burt 
(British Parliament). 

M. F. Passy, who then took the chair on the retire- 
ment of M. Jules Simon, thanked the members present 
for having chosen him ti preside over their discussions. 
He reviewed the action of Mr. Cremer and others in 
favor of international arbitration, and recapitulated the 
various steps taken by the Committee of Orgauizition, 
since the Conference between various French and English 
Members of Parliament which was held at the Grand 
Hotel on the 31st of October last. M. Passy also an- 
nounced that he had received,a large number of adhesions 
to the Conference from distinguished foreign Parliamen- 
tary representatives ; and stated that he considered this 
body a sort of voluntary international Parliament, whose 
resolutions may not have the force of law, but would 
nevertheless have a material influence in determining the 
peace of the world. 

On the conclusion of his address, Senor Marcoartu an- 
nounced the adhesion of more than 30 Senators of his 
country, and Mr. W. R. Cremer of 110 Members of the 
British House of Commons. 

M. Jules Gaillard, one of the Secretaries, thereupon 
read the report of the preliminary gathering of 31st Octo- 
ber, 1888, which, it was announced, will be printed 
and circulated ; and M. Siegfried read the resolutions 
which the Provisional Committee had prepared 'or sub- 
mission to the Conference. After some observations 
from 1MM. the Marquis Alfieri, Georges Perin, and 
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Auspacb Puissant, it was decided that these resolutions 
should be printed in French and English, prior to their 
discussion ; and the Conference adjourned until the next 
day. 

SECOND SESSION. 

The adjourned meeting of the Conference was held 
next morning, June 30, at nine o'clock. The proceedings 
were opened by M. Passy, who immediately gave place to 
Mr. P. Stanhope, whom he requested to preside. 

M. Gaillard, Acting Secretary, announced the adhe- 
sion of M. Clemenceau, who was prevented from actually 
taking part in the proceedings of the Conference. Other 
adhesions were also announced by M. Passy, and the 
Secretary reported further arrivals. 

Mr. Stanhope regretted that they had not chosen some 
one more experienced to preside over the Conference, 
but hoped that their discussions would be practical and to 
the point, and that the speeches would be limited to ten 
minutes. 

On the motion of M. Bajer, it was resolved that the 
French text of the resolutions should be considered the 
official one. The resolutions were then discussed seriatim, 
and the following adopted : 

I. — " The members of the inter-Parliamentary Confer- 
ence again urgently recommend all civilized governments 
to conclude treaties by which, without injury to their in- 
dependence, or without allowing any interference in what 
concerns their internal constitution, they would engage to 
submit to arbitration the settlement of all differences 
which might arise between them." 

II. — " Wherever circumstances shall appear favorable, 
as in the case of the United States and France, and the 
United States and Spain, the Governments and Parlia- 
ments are earnestly invited to neglect no efforts to arrive 
promptly at the conclusion of such treaties ; the Confer- 
ence is convinced that when once the example has been 
set, it will be speedily followed." 

III. — "The Conference expresses the desire that, until 
such time as permanent treaties embracing all cases shall 
be concluded, a special arbitration clause shall be inserted 
in all special treaties of commerce, international copy- 
right, or others, providing for their interpretation and 
execution." 

IV". — "The conduct of Governments tending to become 
more and more the expression of the ideas and sentiments 
manifested by the citizens at large, it is the duty of the 
electors to direct, by their suffrages, the policy of their 
country, so as to base it on justice, right, and the frater- 
nity of nations. 

V. — " Further inter- Parliamentary reunions shall take 
place annually in one of the large cities of the countries 
represented at the Conference, the next meeting to be 
held in London." 

VI. — "A Committee, consisting of members chosen from 
each nationality represented, is charged with the duty of 
preparing for the next Conference, of issuing all invita- 
tions, of raising a fund to meet the necessary expendi- 
ture ; and, in the interval, of uniting all its efforts to 
remove any misunderstandings which may arise, by mak- 
ing, if need be, an appeal to public opinion." 

At this stage of the proceedings, the Conference ad- 
journed for lunch. On reassembling, Mr. Justin Whiting 
was invited to assume the Presidency ; and, on the mo- 
tion of M. Passy, it was further resolved with unanimity : 
"That Members of actual Parliaments, who have 
adhered to the present Conference, shall be by right mem- 



bers of succeeding Conferences, though they may not 
have been re-elected as Members of Parliament." 

The Conference proceeded to elect the Committee, and, 
on the motion of M. C. Sabatier, it was resolved that it 
should consist of forty members. The following were 
appointed for a year, with power to complete the number 
authorized by the last resolution : — MM. Jules Siegfried, 
C. Sabatier, A. Lalande, M. Montaut, Jean Jaures, M. 
Barodet, M. Coutourier (Deputies) , Jules Simon (Sena- 
tor), C. Fenwick, F. Channing, Sir Wilfrid Lawson, 
Henry James, Peter McDonald, Dr. G. B. Clark, James 
O. Kelly, C. E. Schwann (Members of Parliament), 
Marquis Pandolfl, Ferrari, Boneschi (Italian Deputies), 
and Dr. Victor de Hagara (Member of the Hungarian 
Parliament) . To these were added the members of the 
acting bureau, whose names have been given above, leav- 
ing ten to be added by the vote of the Committee. 

M. Passy thereupon read various communications to 
the Conference, including those which had been com- 
mended to it by the final vote of the Peace Congress. 

M. Jules Gaillard submitted a resolution (which gave 
rise to considerable discussion) in the following terms : 

" The inter-Parliamentary Conference, for the purpose 
of exciting in Europe a current of opinion favorable to 
disarmament, takes note of the declaration of several of 
its members affirming their intention to propose and sup- 
port, in their respective Parliaments, a motion tending to 
a simultaneous and proportionate disarmament." 

On being put to the vote, this proposition was rejected, 
and so strongly ran the current of feeling that the pro- 
poser withdrew from the Conference, but subsequently a 
better understanding took place, and the temporary alien- 
ation was removed. 

M. Passy having again thanked the various represen- 
tatives for their presence, in response to the invitation of 
the Committee, the sitting closed at 5.20 p. m., the mem- 
bers separating with the earnest hope expressed at an 
earlier period of the meeting, in the words of M. Sabatier, 
who said : " We are, at the present moment, as an infant 
newly born, but in ten years' time, we shall form a veri- 
table international Parliament." 

MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE. 

On the following day, July 1st, an important meeting 
of the Committee was held in one of the rooms of the 
Chamber of Deputies, under the presidency of M. F. 
Passy. The Hon. Philip Stanhope, M. P., was elected 
President of the Committee. M. F. Bajer (Denmark), 
M. Bulse (Belgium), M. de Marcoartu (Spain), M. Passy 
(France), J. Sherman (U. S. America), Marquis Alfieri 
de Sostegno (Italy) , were elected Vice-Presidents ; and 
M. Jules Gaillard (France), Mr. W. R. Cremer, M. P. 
(England), Hon. Justin R. Whiting, M. Auspach Puis- 
sant (Belgium), and M. Angelo Mazzoleni (Italy), 
Secretaries. Mr. C. E. Schwann, M. P. was also elected 
Treasurer. 

It was decided that the next inter-Parliamentary Con- 
ference ahould take place in London between the 25th 
and 30th of July, 1890, and that the British Members of 
the Committee should send out the invitations, be charged 
with the organization, and requested to prepare the pro- 
gramme of the Conference in French and English, so as 
to facilitate the work of the Conference. 



All persons are not discreet enough to know how to 
take things by the right handle. — Cervantes. 



